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COMMITTEES FOR 1946 


JOINT LEGISLATIVE STEERING COMMITTEE: James J. Weadock, Jr., chair- 
man, Lima; R. Russell Munn, President, Ohio Library Association; A. E. Gower, 
President, Ohio Library Trustees Association; Walter Brahm, State Librarian. 


JOINT LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE: James J. Weadock, Jr., chairman, Lima; 
Mrs. B. F. McQuate, 3619 West 155th St., Cleveland; Mrs. John W. Barkley, Cuyahoga 
County Library, Cleveland; James C. Foutts, Youngstown Public Library; Carl Vitz, 
Cincinnati Public Library; Dorothy Strouse, Lucas County Library, Maumee; Jacob 
A. Meckstroth, Columbus Public Library; Paul Wright, Conneaut Public Library; R. 
Russell Munn, President, O. L. A.; A. E. Gower, President, O. L. T. A. 


ADULT EDUCATION COMMITTEE: Fern Long, chairman, Cleveland Public 
Library; Ida Goshkin, Akron Public Library; Mildred Stibitz, Dayton Public Library. 


BEQUESTS AND MEMORIALS COMMITTEE: Ellen Ewing, chairman, Shaker 


Heights Public Library; Carol Schultz, Hiram Public Library; Mrs. Dorothy Foutts, 
Youngstown. 


JOINT O. L. A. and O. E. A. COMMITTEE: Dr. John H. Herrick, chairman, Cin- 
cinnati; O. L. A.—Helen B. Lewis, Cleveland Public Library; James C. Foutts, Youngs- 
town Public Library; Martha Grey, Troy Public Library. 

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE: Frances G. Nunmaker, chairman, Ohio State 
Library. 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE: Edna Moore, chairman, Elyria Public Library; 
Dorothy Strouse, Maumee Public Library; Helen Lewis, Cleveland Public Library; 
George Grill, Lakewood Public Library; Carl Vitz, Cincinnati Public Library. 

LIBRARIES IN STATE INSTITUTIONS: Mary Cochran, chairman, Cincinnati; 
Raymond Embree, Federal Reformatory, Chillicothe; Edythe Prouty, Cleveland. 

PROCEDURES AND POLICIES COMMITTEE: Emelia Wefel, chairman, Cleve- 
land Public Library; Dorothy Strouse, Maumee Public Library; Edna G. Moore, Elyria 
Public Library. 

TRAINING FOR LIBRARIANSHIP: Elma Whitney, chairman, Worthington 
Public Library; Dorothy Strouse, Maumee Public Library; Catherine M. Harkness, 
Akron Public Library. 

ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE: Dorothy Strouse, chairman, Maumee Public Library; 
Kathryn S. Hart, Bradford Public Library; Paul F. Leedy, Bowling Green State Uni- 
versity; Frances Nunmaker, Ohio State Library; Otto Pragan, Akron Public Library; 
Antoinette Q. Rohan, Dayton Public Library; Carl Vitz, Cincinnati Public Library. 

RITTER AWARDS COMMITTEE: William J. Hamilton, chairman, Dayton Pub- 
lic Library; H. Kathleen White, Grove City Public Library; Helen G. Robinson, Trustee, 
Worthington Public Library. 

STATE AID COMMITTEE: Dorothy Baker, chairman, Martins Ferry Public 
Library; Evalan Fischer, Logan Public Library; Lois MacKellar, Mansfield Public 
Library; Mrs. Cora Bailey, Public Library, Westerville. 
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SECTIONS—OFFICERS, 1946 
WORKERS WITH YOUNG PEOPLE: Mrs. Antoinette Q. Rohan, chairman, 
Dayton Public Library; Elizabeth L. Brown, vice-chairman, Toledo Public Library; 
Victoria Mansfield, secretary, High School Library, Garfield Heights; Grace Morgan, 
treasurer, High School Library, St. Bernard; Members at large—Pauline Franks, East 
Branch, Akron Public Library; Leah Schueren, De Vilbiss High School Library, Toledo; 


Dorothy Grout, East Cleveland Public Library. 


COLLEGE AND UNIVERSITIES: 
University, Chairman, 
Ohio State University, secretary. 


John B. Nicholson, Jr. Librarian, Kent State 
Miss Ruth Seeger, 


Department of Educational Research, 


AFFILIATED ORGANIZATIONS—OFFICERS, 1946 

CITIZENS LIBRARY COMMITTEE: Mrs. B. F. McQuate, chairman, Cleveland; 
Emelia E. Wefel, secretary, Cleveland Public Library. 

OHIO LIBRARY TRUSTEES ASSOCIATION: A. E. Gower, President, Chilli- 
cothe; Mrs. O. F. Gayton, vice president, Youngstown; Mrs. J. F. Mollenkopf, secretary- 
treasurer, Van Wert; Executive Committee—Mrs. Elsie B. Wilson, Medina; Mrs. B. F. 
McQuate, Cleveland; Mrs. A. F. Shepherd, Dayton. 

REPRESENTATIVES ON A. L. A. COUNCIL: Walter Brahm, Ohio State Li- 
brary; Marie Newberry, Dayton Public Library; Georgie McAfee, Lima Public Library. 





Convention Dates 

The Ohio Library Association will have 
its annual conference in Columbus on 
March 4, 5 and 6, 1947. The Neil House 
will be convention headquarters. Hotel 
reservations should be made as early as 
possible. The annual meeting of the Ohio 
Library Trustees Association will be held 
on March 5 and a special program will 
be planned of interest to trustees of the 
state. 


Institute Planned 

Libraries in twenty-four northeastern 
Ohio counties have been invited to par- 
ticipate in a Better Libraries Institute to 
be held at the Akron Y. W. C. A. on No- 
vember 23. The meeting is being spon- 
sored by the Summit County Library As- 
sociation, the Cleveland Library club and 
the Special Libraries Association, Cleve- 
land chapter. 

Inquiries and reservations should be 
sent to Otto Pragan, Head, Business and 
Labor Service, Akron public library. 

The tentative program is as follows: 

REGISTRATION FEE—50c 
A one-day institute to be offered to 
libraries in Northeastern Ohio 
10:30 A. M.—How Can We Create Job 
Enthusiasm 
Chairman: Dorothy Hamlen, Presi- 
dent, Summit County Library Asso- 
ciation 


Speaker: Ralph R. Shaw, Librarian, 
U. S. Department of Agriculture Li- 
brary 
1 P. M.—Luncheon ($1.00) 
2:30 P. M.—Sectional Meetings 
College Libraries 
Chairman: Miss R. Maurine Brunner, 
Librarian, Youngstown College 
Library and Faculty 
Library and Students 
The Place of College Librarians in 
the O.L.A. (Cooperative Purchasing 
of Reference Tools (speakers to be 
announced) 
Special Libraries 
(program to be announced) 
Public Libraries 
(chairman to be announced) 
Progress and Development of the 
Ohio Library Survey. 
Carl D. Shepherd, Senator, Akron, 
and Member, Library Survey Com- 
mission. 
Walter Brahm, State Librarian 
6:30 P. M.—Dinner Meeting ($2.00) 
Chairman: R. Russell Munn, Presi- 
dent, Ohio Library Association 
What Do We Expect from Libraries 
Moderator: L. Quincy Mumford, As- 
sistant Director, Cleveland Public Li- 
brary 
Panel of 5 representatives of commu- 
nity groups: Business, Labor, Profes- 
sional, Housewife, Student 
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REGARDING THE LIBRARY SURVEY COMMISSION 


By SENATOR JAMES METZENBAUM 


Member, Library Survey Commission 


EpiTor’s Notre: Senator Metzenbaum 
has submtted this article in order to make 
known his thinking on the Library Survey 
Commission Bill. Many people will re- 
member that Senator Metzenbaum had a 
great deal to do with writing the law 
establishing the School Foundation pro- 
gram. This article was written early in 
September, just before the commission 
presented the first rough draft of a bill. 





After almost three quarters of a year 
of meetings, unfortunately, our Library 
Survey Commission has produced no bill. 


The pattern for such a measure lies— 
like in a drafting room—in the very 
drawer where, eleven years ago, the School 
Foundation Bill was carefully filed after 
having been enacted. 


Sadly, the artisans who have been em- 
ployed by the Library Commission, refuse 
to open that file and are unwilling to make 
the few necessary revisions required to 
fit it to the libraries of Ohio. 


Instead, they have spent month upon 
month, advancing and proposing new 
theories and new philosophies; each one 
more intricate and more involved than its 
predecessor. 


The most recent conception was one 
which would: 


(a) Completely deny any library aid to 
34 large and medium counties; (since 
this was proposed the Commission 
has revised its plan to include a flat 
rate distribution to all libraries.) 


(b) Which would actually reduce the 
present intangible tax allocations now 
being made to libraries in 32 counties; 
such reduction ranging from 5% to 
a staggering 52%; 


(c) It would really mean no aid but— 
on the contrary—$80,000 less than at 
present would come from the intan- 
gibles tax to the libraries over the 
state, and 


(d) Many libraries would actually suffer 
a cut before they could qualify for 
state aid. 


Without going into more of the be- 
wildering injuries, it is but fair to say it 
will work an irreparable harm to many of 
the libraries of our state. 


Then, too, and of equal importance— 
such a plan could never pass the Legis- 
lature. 


Contrasted with this, is the readily- 
available School Foundation Plan. It 
could easily be fitted to our libraries. 
Under it: 


(1) Each present library district would 
be guaranteed not less than the per- 
cent it is now receiving out of the 
Intangible Tax; 

(2) Then, the State would provide enough 
to bring every library’s fund up to, 
say—one dollar; 


(3) Thereafter, each library district could 


add as much more, as it might see 
fit. 


Thus, the whole library system of Ohio, 
would be benefited. 


No present library would be extinguish- 
ed or destroyed. 


It is high time, all connected with the 
libraries, the trustees and the countless 
friends of the libraries should awaken to 
the situation; make themselves heard, 
and never cease until a fitting Library 
Bill shall have been enacted. 


Get Reports In 


The public library division of the U. S. 
Office of Education is completing tabu- 
tions of public library statistics in its 
nation-wide survey covering the fiscal 
year ended in 1945. Although October 1 
was established as the deadline any re- 
port that has not been submitted should 
be sent in immediately in order to facili- 
tate this study. Reports should be sub- 
mitted on Form 8-071, mailed to you early 
in the year. 
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LIBRARY SURVEY COMMISSION BILL 


By WALTER BRAHM 


EpiTor’s Nore: As no copies of the Com- 
mission’s first bill are available, the State 
Librarian has prepared a brief condensa- 
tion of its main features. 


The first draft of the bill proposed to 
the Commission by its counsel does this: 


FINANCE 


1. Sets up a state fund to supplement 
local income of public libraries as fol- 
lows: 

Ten cents per pupil in average daily 
attendance to every public library ex- 
cept association libraries unless they 
are also organized under one of the 
legal types of public libraries. The 
‘per pupil a.d.a.’ is computed on the 
school district in which the library is 
situated and any other school district 
to which the library is providing serv- 
ice as described below under organi- 
zation. 


Sets up an equalization fund as fol- 
lows: 

Guarantees $3 per pupil or about 50 
cents per capita to all puble libraries 
(association excluded) meeting the 
following conditions— 


a. Located in a county collecting less 
than $6 per pupil or about $1 per 
capita. 

Where at least 50% of the intan- 
gible tax is distributed to the li- 
braries in the county. 

Where no library in the county re- 
ceives more than $3 per pupil (50 
cents per capita). 


Where a library meets these conditions 
and its income from local sources plus the 
ten cents per pupil received from 1 above 
is less than 50 cents per capita the state 
will give it sufficient funds to bring its 
income up to 50 cents per capita. 


ORGANIZATION 


The bill does not affect the organization 
of any existing library but does provide 
that new libraries established in the fu- 


ture be of the county district type. This 
type may be established by vote of the 
people or a library may convert itself 
into that type if it wishes. 

Any library may also serve territory 
beyond its own district and be credited 
for service to that area to receive state 
funds, upon application to the State Li- 
brary Board. 


ADMINISTRATION 


The bill very definitely broadens the 
powers of library boards and recodifies 
the existing powers now _ scattered 
throughout the code into one uniform set 
of powers. 

The Commission also authorized the in- 
clusion of the following specific powers 
in the revised draft of the bill. 

Right of libraries to subscribe to period- 
icals via society membership. 

Right to pay expenses of employees to 
library meetings. 

Right to contact with another public 
library. 

Right to provide displays, reports and 
announcements of services given by its 
library. 

Right to insure bookmobile and other 
drivers. 


Union Catalog Ruling 


of Ohio, 
ruled that contributions toward the main- 
tenance of the Union Catalog at the State 


The Attorney General has 


Library are legal. This ruling is given 
in an informal opinion, number 118. 

Specifically, the opinion says: “The 
maintenance of proper catalogs is evident- 
ly one of the prime essentials for library 
service and if it is regarded as a mutual 
benefit to the various libraries to main- 
tain this service of interchange of books 
and to keep a general catalog showing 
what books are available in the libraries 
of the state, it appears to me that the 
incidental expense involved would be a 
legitimate item of expenditure on the 
part of the various public libraries of 
the state.” 
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Free Items 

Librarians may be interested in the dis- 
cussion kits prepared by an organization 
called New Tools for Learning. The kit 
contains new ideas for group leaders, pro- 
gram chairmen and forum directors. For 
further information write to: New Tools 
for Learning, 280 Madison Ave., 
York 18, New York. 

A nutrition bibliography has been pre- 
pared by the American Red Cross and is 
available from them. 

Preston Davis, Jr., 363 Westland ave- 
nue, Columbus 9, offers to any Ohio Li- 
brary a gift of certain bound volumes of 
the Illustrated London News. The set is 
complete in semi-annual volumes from 
July 1859 through June 1874 and from 
January 1880 through December 1893. 
If the missing volumes should turn up 
they would be added to the others. All 
the bocks are clean and the bindings are 
sound. However, the bindings of the 
earliest half-dozen, being of a questionable 
sort of ealf, have begun to crack. 


New 


Radio Program 
The Librarians Council of Franklin 
County will participate in a radio pro- 
gram over WOSU the first Friday in each 
month. This fifteen-minute presentation 


will be a feature of the station’s Home 


Time program, and is scheduled for 9 
2:7. 
On November 1, Lillian Skeele, chil- 


dren’s librarian of the Columbus public 
library will discuss children’s books. The 
December 6 program will be in charge of 
Myrna J. Cox, children’s librarian at 
Worthington. She will talk about Christ- 
mas books for young and old. 

The Ohio State Library will take over 
the January 3 broadcast in a discussion 
of “You Can Ask Your Library Any- 
thing.” 

Librarians of the state are probably 
familiar with the State Library’s regular 
broadeast given each Tuesday at 9:05 
a. m. over WHKC, Columbus. This pro- 
gram is now in its sixth year. 


FILM TO LOAN 
LIBRARY ON WHEELS, a 13 minute 
sound film on rural library service, is now 
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being distributed by the A.L.A. by ar- 
rangement with the producer, National 
Film Board of Canada. 

Ohio librarians will be glad to know 
that the Ohio State Library will have 
this film to loan on request. The film 
may also be borrowed from the Slide Film 
Exchange of the State Department of 
Education but their requests are heavy 
and the film should be ordered well in 
advance of the showing date. 

LIBRARY ON WHEELS tells the story 
of the regional library in the Fraser Val- 
ley, British Columbia, of how bookmobile 
operations over a 750-mile circuit bring 
modern library service to 50,000 people in 


small towns and on farms, and to 70 
schools. Per capita assessment for this 
library service is 35c. The film drives 


home the point that the pooling of re- 
sources in any large area is the answer 
to the need for books. Final sequences 
show librarians taking courses at colleges 
and universities in 
brary service. 


preparation for li- 


This film is a welcome aid to those in- 
terested in promoting rural library serv- 
ice. It can be used in county and regional 
library campaigns, at Friends of the L-:- 
brary, club and 
school assemblies, etc. It is sold by the 
A.L.A. but may also be rented from the 
following sources: 


other group meetings, 


Brandon Films, Ince. 

1600 Broadway 

New York 19, New York 
International Film Bureau, Inc., 


84 East Randolph Street 
Chicago 1, Illinois 


Visual Education, Inc. 
203 Cotton Exchange Building 
Dallas 1, Texas 


New Ruling 


The United States Treasury Depart- 
ment Bureau of Internal Revenue regula- 
tion No. 113 exempts shipper’s from pay- 
ing the 3% transportation tax on ship- 


ments consigned to libraries, schools and 
any agency or instrumentality of the state 
or any political subdivision whose funds 
for purchasing supplies are received from 
the city or state. 
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Ben Motter 

Librarians will be saddened to hear of 
the sudden death of Ben Motter, Friday, 
October 11. Mr. Motter was well known to 
librarians and trustees and will be re- 
membered for his fine record as a trustee 
of the Lima Public Library and-a former 
member of the State Library Board. He 
had been on the Lima board for many 
years and was serving as President of the 
board at the time of his death. 


In the Hospital 
Your Executive Secretary, Miss Frances 
Nunmaker, is in the Mansfield hospital 
recovering from an operation. She is 
reported doing fine and expects to be 
back on the job soon. 


Welcome Back 
Will Collins, former librarian of the 


Akron Public Library was recently ap- 
pointed vice-librarian of the Columbus 


Public Library to succeed Blanche Rob- 
Miss Roberts was promoted to the 


erts. 
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position of librarian to succeed the late 
John J. Pugh. Ohio librarians are glad 
to have you back and hope you will enjoy 
your new position. 


Ohio Authors 


The Ohioana Library Association held 
its annual meeting in Columbus Octo- 
ber 12th. Honors for the year’s best 
writings went to Dorothy James Roberts 
for Fiction, Arthur M. Schlesinger, Jr., 
for History, James Grover Thurber for 
Juvenile, Carl Frederick Wittke for 
Biography and Alice Monk Mears for 
Poetry. Louis Bromfield was honored in 
recognition of his contributions over many 
years. The Ohioanna Library issued at 
the time of the meeting an Annual Au- 
thor’s Booklet listing the Ohio authors 
and their works. A copy has been sent 
to libraries in Ohio. If you did not receive 
please write Mrs. Depew Head, 
Executive Director, Ohioana Library As- 
sociation, State Office Building, Colum- 
bus, Ohio. 
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